USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

September 8, 2008

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on September 8, 2008.  President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:02 a.m. CDT.  Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Bruce Hines and Board members Kent Braathen and Jon Orr.  Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present.  Board Members that were absent were Kirk Grove and Tony Rattei.

Agenda was reviewed by all present.  Additions to the agenda include:

New Business:  Purple Wave Auctions

Old Business:    Building Insurance

Al made the motion to accept the agenda with the additions.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.

Minutes for the August 8, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  There being no additions or corrections, Bruce made the motion to approve the minutes as written.  Kent seconded.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Bruce made the motion to accept the report as submitted.  Al seconded.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Convention sites

Mark (with the Omaha Qwest Convention Center) called Pam and asked if she will be coming for a site visit.  Omaha is booked for our weekend in 2011.  This would have to be for 2012.  If we stay on track of alternating north/south sites, 2012 should be in the Southern region.  At this time, it was decided to wait on the site visit.

Kent visited with some of the guys from John Deere.  The Deere guys showed some interest in entertaining USCHI one year at their home in Moline, IL.  This is something to keep in mind when looking at Northern sites beyond 2011.

H2A Seminar/Convention

Stephanie Scheck with the attorney’s office in Wichita has agreed to come to our convention and put on a seminar.  She may be able to bring an immigration attorney with her.  She said she would build in enough time for questions from our membership after the presentation.

Kansas Length Law

Pam reported that Bill Stevens has been in contact with Kansas Congressman, Jerry Moran.  Jerry will be in contact with us after the Kansas Legislature goes back into session in January, 2009.

Convention Theme

Pam reported that the Kansas ladies have decided on the 2009 convention theme – “Changing with the winds of time”.  They will be decorating with windmills.

Door Sign

Pam reported that a proof is being created.  As soon as it has been created, it will be forwarded to her via email for approval.

Building Insurance
Gaylon Miller came by the office after last month’s meeting.  He took pictures of everything inside and outside of the building.  Gaylon suggested doubling the contents figure of $41,000 to $82,000.  Pam didn’t feel that was enough, considering the inventory we have.  Gaylon will work with Pam and get different figures put together before our next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Promotional

Tracy  pointed out that we had 7 more members join last month.  She also pointed out one Associate Member she felt has gone above and beyond support for USCHI and should be recognized in some way.  The support of this individual has been tremendous and she felt he deserved some type of monetary recognition.  The rest of the Board felt it was something we should do but we should talk more extensively about it at our December face-to-face meeting.

Drawing for Ads
Pam had an idea that would put the names of the Associate Members who attended  convention in a drawing for free advertising.  This will be discussed further at our December meeting.

Tulare
Pam brought up the increase of airline prices that will be going into effect after the first of the year.  We should try to have names of the people who will be attending Tulare by then to lock in decent flight prices.  The numbers of attending being dropped from four to two were discussed.  It was decided that we would try to get four to attend because of the length of the show.  Those showing some interest in attending are: Kent Braathen, Jon Orr, Al and Mary Lutz.  More will be discussed in future meetings.

Server
Pam reported that the computer server has been on its last leg for some time.  The current server is tape-driven and will only work sometimes.  She checked into the price of a new tower that will back up information on CD’s.  This would be more efficient and reliable.  The cost would be approximately $946 if she purchases it through Steve Behrendt of Hutchinson.  For price comparison, Pam checked with Dell to see what it would cost if the organization purchased online – that price was over  $1,200.

Tracy made a motion to purchase a new tower server through Steve Behrendt of Hutchinson for approximately $946.00. Kent seconded.  Motion carried.

Purple Wave Auctions
Several members of the Board received an email from Purple Wave Auctions regarding the 2009 annual  auction.  They would really like to handle the auction, offering different ideas for running it.  The 2009 auction has already been set up with Stock Auction Co.  Pam will contact Purple Wave to let them know this.

Dates for the December meeting were discussed.  It was decided the meeting would be held on December 8, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. in the office boardroom.

The next meeting will be a conference call on October 6, 2008 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Bruce made the motion to adjourn.  Kent seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:53 a.m. CDT.

