USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Conference Call

September 10, 2009

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on September 10, 2009. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:02 a.m. CDT. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Kent Braathen and Board Members Jon Orr, Kirk Grove and Roger Sammons. Operations Manager, Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also in attendance. Board Member Tony Rattei was absent.

Agenda was reviewed by all present. Pam requested to have “Pilot Program” added under “Old Business”. Al made the motion to accept the agenda with the addition. Kirk seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the August 6, 2009 meeting were reviewed. There being no additions or corrections, Kent made the motion to accept them as presented. Jon seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Roger made the motion to accept the report as presented to the Board. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

KS Length Law

After receiving Adrian Polansky’s (Kansas Secretary of Agriculture) letter of support last month, Pam received a notification of a meeting being held on Thursday, September 17th with Gary Davenport (KCC) and Beth Miller (KS Secretary of Transportation) regarding this issue. Pam will go to Topeka to attend the meeting on behalf of USCHI. 
The new Kansas Secretary of Agriculture is Josh Svaty.

Pilot Program

Jim Baker received a letter from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration regarding the Pilot Program which was submitted to their office in 2007. The letter informed Jim the FMCSA was rejecting our Pilot Program request due to the safety issues within it.  We still have a rulemaking change and a special permit request being reviewed through the Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.

NEW BUSINESS

Financials

Darren Wicks stopped by the office to let Pam know the value of the Scholarship Fund is back over the $100,000 mark (as was prior to the drop in the markets). The General Fund is gaining, as well. 
Fleet Permits

Bill Stevens approached Kirk with the idea of proposing a fleet permit for the State of Montana. Montana currently promotes the use of a form that can be completed before coming into their state. This helps speed the process of purchasing permits upon arrival at the port of entry. Copies of this form are available through the office. USCHI will not pursue requesting a fleet permit at this time.

Convention fees

The Board discussed the necessity of raising the fees for convention registration and trade show vendor booths. Pre-registration will increase to $150 for members and vendors. The cost at the door or after the cut off date will be $175. Vendor booth (10 x 10) rentals will increase to $350 and will include one registration badge. 

The next meeting will be a conference call on October 8, 2009 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Tracy made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Kirk seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:45 a.m. CDT.

