USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Conference Call

November 9, 2009

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on November 9, 2009. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:02 a.m. CT. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Kent Braathen and Board Members Jon Orr and Kirk Grove. Operations Manager Pam Shmidl was also in attendance. Board Members Tony Rattei, Roger Sammons and Board Advisor Al Lutz were absent. 

Agenda was reviewed by all present. Tracy made the motion to accept the agenda. Jon seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the October 8, 2009 minutes were reviewed. Pam stated there was a mistake under “Board Member Nominees”. The names of people willing to run for a board position came from the membership renewal forms not the post convention surveys. Jon made the motion to accept the minutes with the corrections. Kirk seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Kent made the motion to accept the report as presented. Kirk seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Board Member Nominees

Pam made phone calls to the people who showed interest in running for the two open board positions. Those willing to run are Galen Wentz, Dean Karau, Taff Hughes, and Dan Applehans. Travis Carlson has been approached but hasn’t given an answer.
Tulare Show
Pam would like to know the names of the people attending the show this year so she can begin making travel arrangements. At this time, Jon and Missy Orr and Kirk Grove have agreed to attend. The fourth attendee will be decided at the December meeting. Bill Choate has shown interest in going and would like to share the cost of the rental car. 

December Board Meeting

The tentative date set for the meeting is December 7, 2009. Because of the late harvest, the meeting may have to be moved to a later date in December or in January. Steve would like to wait a couple of weeks to see how the harvest progresses and then make a decision. 

Al entered the meeting at 6:25 a.m.

Al brought up the changes that have been previously discussed with the scholarship essay grading scale. He feels there’s too much emphasis on the essay question and this limits the number of kids who could receive a scholarship. Most of the forage harvesters’ children can’t be actively involved because their harvest season is during the school year. There are also grain harvesters’ children who are active with sports or other commitments during the summer and can’t participate with the wheat harvest.  Al feels the essay grading needs to reflect this. Roger was to get in contact with the scholarship committee to work through some of these problems and hasn’t been able to make the necessary connections. This will be discussed in more detail at the face to face meeting. 
Tracy asked if the office had heard anything from the Vendor Representative (Ty Rankin) regarding the upcoming convention. As of this date, Pam has not heard from Ty.

The next tentative meeting will be a face to face in Hutchinson, KS on December 7, 2009 at 8:00 a.m.

Kent made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Kirk seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:41 a.m. CT.
