USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

November 6, 2008
The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on November 6, 2008.  President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:01 a.m. CT.  Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian and Board members Kent Braathen, Kirk Grove, and Jon Orr.  Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present.  Treasurer Bruce Hines and Board Member Tony Rattei were absent.

Agenda was reviewed by all present.  Pam asked that “Fuel Transportation & CDL” be added under Old Business.  Al made the motion to accept the agenda with the addition.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.

Minutes for the October 6, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  There being no additions or corrections, Jon made the motion to approve the minutes as written.  Kirk seconded.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Al made the motion to accept the report as submitted.  Tracy seconded.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Tulare

Pam reported the details in getting Al & Mary Lutz, Tracy Zeorian and Jon Orr to Tulare, CA in February have been taken care of.  Everything’s ready to go. 

Promotional

Pam reported the “give-a ways” for the convention have been ordered.  Part of the order has been received in the office.

CHAMPS
Pam talked to Dan Renaud regarding CaseIH sponsoring this program.  Dan requested Pam send an email to him detailing the CHAMP information so he could pass it along to the necessary department.  Pam hasn’t received anything back from Dan yet.

Board Nominations

The people mentioned during last month’s meeting to fill the vacant board positions were contacted.  Pam reported that none of them agreed to run at this time.

Agco Lease

Pam talked to Kevin Bein regarding the lease that was provided for the 2008 Convention auction.  Because the lease is being carried over until spring, 2009, Agco will not have a combine lease for the 2009 Convention.  They will be offering a certificate instead.
Fuel Transportation & CDL

Pam received an email from Tom Yager of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration which states:

“There is no formal timetable established for completion of a final rule regarding Entry-Level Commercial Driver Training.  We do not anticipate any final action until later in 2009 at the earliest. 
 

The USCHI pilot program suggestion is on the agenda next Monday (Nov. 10) for a review panel consisting of our Agency's senior managers, who would make a recommendation to the Administrator.  Due to many factors affecting our schedules, we cannot be certain that it will be considered on the 10th, however.  Once this panel makes a recommendation to the Administrator and he makes his decision, it will still be a few more weeks before final paperwork can be approved in order to notify you of the outcome.”

NEW BUSINESS

Moran Meeting

Pam invited Kansas Congressman Jerry Moran to the December Open House and to the 2009 Convention in Topeka.  The office hasn’t received word of him accepting either invitations - yet.

TX Length Law

Tony was unavailable to report on this issue.  However, Pam knew that Tony had meetings set up with Rose (with Texas Senator Kel Seliger’s office).  They understand what we’re looking for due to the information Pam has sent to them with wording from the Nebraska changes and the proposed Kansas changes.
NM Permits

Tony was unavailable to report on this issue.  However, Pam reported that Tony had her send information to the appropriate people in New Mexico to begin working on the permit problems the harvesters had last summer.

The next meeting will be the face-to-face Open House meeting on December 8, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. CT in the USCHI office board room.  

Tracy made the motion to adjourn.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:30 a.m.

 

