USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Conference Call

May 7, 2009
The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on May 7, 2009. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:01 a.m. CDT. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Kent Braathen, and Board Members Kirk Grove, Jon Orr and Roger Sammons. Those also present were Board Advisor Al Lutz and Operations Manager Pam Shmidl. Board Member Tony Rattei was absent.

Agenda was reviewed by all present. Tracy asked to add “Fuel Tank Issue” under Old Business and Pam asked to add “Special Request” under New Business. Kirk made the motion to accept the agenda with the additions. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the April 9, 2009 meeting were reviewed. Corrections to the minutes were made. Kent made the motion to accept the minutes as amended. Roger seconded. Motion carried. (Approved minutes can be viewed on the website at www.uschi.com - left side of the homepage under “About USCHI).

Tony entered the meeting at 6:04 a.m.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and discussed. Jon made the motion to accept the report as presented to the Board. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

ND Rule

Kent reported that the proposed bill to remove the Social Security requirement from new CDL’s has been passed and is in force. 
TX Bill

Tony reported the proposed legislation to change the length law in Texas has moved out of the House and is headed for the floor.
Canada
Tony sent some information to a contact in Canada, per their request. The Canadian contact is going to visit with someone else involved in the process of allowing the custom harvester to bring their South African H2A employees into the country with a special ruling. More information will be shared with the Board when it is received.

Scholarship

Roger visited with Wendy Hughes (current Scholarship Committee Chairperson) regarding the ideas the BOD had at the last meeting for the committee. Wendy hasn’t met with her committee members since the convention. Roger shared with the Board the different changes the committee wants to put in place before next convention. The BOD decided to have the committee meet, complete the desired changes and then propose those changes to the Board for approval.  

CPA

Roger did some research on the organization, “Coalition for a Prosperous America”, which led him to dead ends. He could find nothing negative to share. It was decided, however, to table the issue of supporting their cause for now.
Increase Convention Fees

Pam reported that she had done some research on the participation costs for some of the other agriculture shows.  Ideas were discussed but no changes were made at this time. 

World Ag Expo

Pam has received the information regarding the 2010 World Ag Expo in Tulare, CA. She wondered if we were going to pay for our own booth or go with the idea of working out of Grouser’s and Versa’s booths. We could pay $50 per booth for advertising USCHI along with the other Company’s name for the show’s directory. The Board agreed this would be how USCHI will be working the show in 2010.
Jon and Al will get in contact with Jason Faulkner and Jack Ficken. We will not pay for a booth rental this year.

TX Safety Meeting

Tony reported a pretty good turn out. The program with Mike Roberts (PHMSA) was very informative. Mike is willing to let the officials in Washington know we are willing to do whatever it takes to get this fuel tank issue resolved. Mike looks forward to coming to our convention in Wichita Falls as a presenter.

KS Safety Meeting

Tracy reported there were 118 people present at the meeting in Colby. The day was filled with safety presentations (including Maxine Hines and her first aid training dummy) and was finished with a presentation by Norm Winningham with the PHMSA. Norm listened, with interest, to our members’ concerns regarding the fuel tank issue. He will be going to Washington soon and said he would convey their passion for this issue to the officials there. 

Fuel Tank Issue

While at the safety meeting in Kansas, Tracy and Jim Deibert were able to sit down with Norm Winningham after the session was over and discuss this issue with him. Tracy gave Norm copies of the Pilot Program and the Petition for Rulemaking so he could look it over. Tracy sent Norm an email to thank him for attending the meeting and to also thank him for listening to us regarding our fuel tank issue. He said he would be speaking to the Director of Standards regarding our issue at the end of the month (May) and check the status of our petition then. Tracy was also in contact with Ed Mazzullo (Director, Office of Hazardous Materials Standards) to ask about a time frame and when we could expect something to start regarding the petition. Ed’s reply was:
“We are in the process of evaluating your petition for rulemaking to determine if a rulemaking action is justified and whether you have provided enough information to proceed. (See 49 CFR 106.105.)   Once a decision is made (which will probably take a couple of months) we will notify you in writing whether or not we will start a rulemaking action.  If we decide a rulemaking action is justified, we would request departmental approval of the rulemaking action and develop a notice of proposed rulemaking.  As I believe we indicated in our meeting, rulemaking is a timely process and may take one or more years to complete.  

A similar evaluation process is used for evaluating the merits of an application for special permit.  
 (See 49 CFR 107.113.)  However, if granted it takes a lot less time to issue the special permit.”

Our next step may be an application for special permit - which won’t help us for harvest 2009.

You can check the status of the petition by going to www.regulations.gov  In “Search Documents”, type PHMSA-2009-0099. It is unsure right now if comments can be submitted. If they can, we will try to get members to submit their comments.
NEW BUSINESS

Jason Faulkner

Jason has been in contact with Al regarding the possibility of having some financial support come through “Monster Drink”. Al will be finding out more information from Jason and get back to the Board with details.  Jason wants USCHI to be present in his World Ag Expo space.

Unpaid Convention

The only outstanding bill from the convention is for the cost of a harvester membership and registration that were to be paid for by a third party. The third party will be contacted again in hopes of getting this taken care of soon.
Special Request
Pam informed the Board her parents need her to drive them to Las Vegas the second week of June. This will mean the office will be closed June 8th - 12th. Pam’s sister-in-law could come to the office to answer phones. It was decided that Pam will leave a message on the answering machine instructing callers to call her cell phone during this week.

The next meeting will be a conference call on June 4, 2009 at 6:00 a.m. CDT. 

Tony made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Kent seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:10 a.m. CDT. 
