USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

May 6, 2008

The USCHI Board of Directors held its regular monthly meeting with a conference call on May 6, 2008.  President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:10 a.m. CDT.  Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian and Board Members Kent Braathen and Kirk Grove.  Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present.  Treasurer Bruce Hines and Board Members Tony Rattei and Jon Orr were absent.

Agenda was reviewed by all present.  The addition of “Credit Card” was listed under New Business.  Al made the motion to accept the agenda with the addition.  Kent seconded.  Motion carried.

Minutes for the March 4, 2008 and April 8, 2008 meetings were reviewed.  There were no additions or corrections made.  Kent made the motion to accept the minutes.  Kirk seconded.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Tracy made the motion to accept the report.  Al seconded.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Fuel Transportation Issue

Jim Baker reported that he had spoken to Tom Yager (FMCSA).  The Pilot Program is still in front of the lawyers.  Jim feels that until it’s actually in front of the FMCSA, there’s no need to go to Washington.

Kansas Length Law

This will be ongoing until 2009.  Nothing to report.

Door Sticker

The door sticker is done.  Tony has asked them to just send it to the office.  Pam will call Tony today to stay on top of this.

History Book
Tracy reported the book is being printed and will possibly go out to members beginning the end of this week (hopefully).

CDL
Kent reported that he had some trouble getting his H2A guys licensed.  He contacted Cindy Merrill and she made it possible for them to receive their CDL before they received a Social Security number.  Apparently, Texas is having some trouble with the changes that were made last summer.  Nothing more can be done with the State of South Dakota until this fall.

Lease
Bill Choate will not be able to rent the empty office space, as previously planned.  Pam ran an ad in the local paper for 10 days and only received one call.  It was decided to just let it sit empty for now.

Insurance

Pam reported that she and her son now have health insurance.  However, the company would not insure her daughter because of a pre-existing condition (knee injury).  She will continue to work with Tim Dierksen to see what they can find for her.

Washington Trip

This was discussed under “Fuel Transportation Issue”.

New Clothing Items

Additional denim shirts have been received.  Pam’s still waiting on the other items that she ordered.  She reported that she could order these items locally for a much cheaper price than what we had previously paid.  When the new items (t-shirts, long sleeved t-shirts, and hoodies) are received, she will put pictures on the website.  All the First Aid Kits were sold at the Kansas Safety Meeting.  Pam has ordered more to have in the office.

Convention/Auction Payments
Pam reported that we are still waiting on some bills to be collected from the convention.
SD DOT

Steve received a letter from the SD DOT stating they were going to reject his request to legally haul the grain cart/tractor combination as one load and issue overweight permits.  Steve will start the process all over again when the 2008 harvest has been completed.

NEW BUSINESS

Kansas Safety Meeting

Tracy reported to the Board how successful the Kansas Safety Meeting was.  The winners of the First Aid Kits that were given away as door prizes were:  John Kulhanek (Kansas Safety Meeting) and Tony Cole (Texas Safety Meeting) - CONGRATULATIONS!!

Overlength Law/Texas

Tony had spoke to Jim Baker about getting something started for an overlength law in Texas.  The Legislature doesn’t start until January, 2009 so there’s no need to begin the process right now.

2009 World Ag Expo

The necessary forms have been received in the office to reserve our space in the 2009 World Ag Expo.  The Board discussed the pros and cons of attending this show.  It was decided the pros, by far, outweigh the cons and we will send our reservations and money in as soon as possible to reserve our space.
Board Member Jon Orr joined the meeting at 6:40 a.m. 

Credit Card

Pam has submitted an application with Edward Jones for a different credit card for office use.  If we go with the card that Darren has proposed, it will remove Board Members from guaranteeing the card.  It was agreed to proceed with the new application.

Pam reported the annual Case IH ProHarvest Kickoff is scheduled for May 28th and 29th in Frederick, OK.  The meeting will begin at 7:00 a.m. both days.

The next monthly meeting (conference call) will be held on June 6, 2008 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Al made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:55 a.m.
