USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Face-to-Face

Sunday, March 8, 2009

The new USCHI Board of Directors, along with the past Board Member, held a face-to-face Post Convention meeting on March 8, 2009 in the Amber Room in the Capitol Plaza Hotel, Topeka, KS. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 9:18 a.m. CDT. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Kent Braathen, Jon Orr, Kirk Grove, Tony Rattei, and Roger Sammons. Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present. Board Member Bruce Hines was absent. Members present were Dean Karau, Wendy Hughes and Agnes Zeller.

Agenda was reviewed by all present. There being no additions, Tony made the motion to accept the agenda. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the March 2, 2008 Post Convention meeting were reviewed. There being no additions or corrections, Kent made the motion to accept the minutes as presented. Kirk seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s report - There was no report.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS

Post Convention Review

Pam reported the convention evaluations that were turned in appeared to be mostly positive. The only negative remarks received were regarding the food. Pam reported the average cost of a meal is $17 - $18. The final meal on Saturday evening was $36 per meal.  It appears the total number of registrations were 785 with 627 pre-registering. We have 10-15 new members from the convention.

Dan Renaud is checking to see if Case IH could sponsor the CHAMPS program for 2009/2010.

Do we need to think about raising the vendor pricing from $250? This includes a 10 x 10 booth space plus one registration.

Changes for next year’s auction could be selling the quilts at the beginning rather than towards the end. We begin to lose our audience. That may be a way to bring the purchase price for the quilt up.

Pam presented a contract with the Capitol Plaza Hotel for 2012. It was decided that we should know our present costs before deciding if we want to sign it.

The vendor representative (Ty Rankin) will need to be contacted to go over expectations for both sides.

Tracy made the motion to go into Executive Session at 10:01 a.m. Jon seconded. Motion carried.

Bruce Hines entered the meeting at 10:01 a.m.

Jon made the motion to come out of Executive Session at 10:11 a.m. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

DC Letter

The Board read over the letter and made a few changes. Pam will ask for an updated letter from Larry Minner. As soon as the letter is received from Larry, the PHMSA letter will be mailed to Steve for his signature.

Roger made a motion to go into Executive Session at 10:39 a.m. Jon seconded. Motion carried.

Tony made the motion to come out of Executive Session at 11:05 a.m. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

Newsletter/minutes

Members have mentioned they would like to see the minutes in the newsletter sooner. There is no way they can be in the newsletter any sooner than they are. A note will be put in the newsletter stating they can review the minutes online right after the monthly meetings are held. It was agreed the Treasurer’s Report will not be published but are available upon request by a USCHI member.

Appointment of Officers

President - Steve Shepherd

Vice President/Secretary - Tracy Zeorian

Treasurer - Kent Braathen

Board Members - Kirk Grove

                            Jon Orr

                            Tony Rattei

                            Roger Sammons

Board Advisor - Al Lutz

Roger made a motion to go into Executive Session at 11:59 a.m. Jon seconded. Motion carried.

Roger made the motion to come out of Executive Session at 12:02 p.m. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

The next meeting will be a conference call on April 9, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. CDT.

Kent made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Kirk seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. CDT.

