USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

June 6, 2008

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on June 6, 2008.  President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:07 a.m. CDT.  Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Bruce Hines and Board Members Tony Rattei and Kent Braathen.  Operations Manager Pam Shmidl was also present.  Those Members absent were Board Advisor Al Lutz, Kirk Grove, and Jon Orr.

Agenda was reviewed by all present.  Additions to the agenda were made as follows:

     New Business – Texas Driver’s License – Steve

                                Texas DOT Numbers – Steve

     Old Business – Promotional – Tracy

                              FMCSA – Pam

Bruce made the motion to approve the agenda with the above additions.  Tony seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes for the May 6, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  There being no additions or corrections, Bruce made the motion to approve them as written.  Kent seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Tony made the motion to accept the report.  Bruce seconded.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Door Sticker 

Tony will contact Jason (creator of the sticker) regarding the door sticker for the office.

History Book

Pam reported that all History Books have been mailed to members.  Books will be included in the new membership packets.  They are also for sale through the office for $10 plus shipping.

Insurance

Pam reported that her family is now covered with health insurance.

Convention/Auction Payments

Pam reported that some of the outstanding monies have been received.  We’re still waiting to tie up a couple of loose ends.

Promotional

Tracy gave the Board an update on the stats being reported regarding the number of hits our website is receiving.  She also gave a brief rundown on the different advertising outlets that are delivering information about USCHI.  Look for ads in the “High Plains Journal”, “The Green Sheet”, “News at a Glance”, “Agweb.com”, “AgMarketOnline.com”, “FarmandRanchguide.com”, and on the radio with “Mid America Ag Network (Larry Steckline)”.  She also informed the Board that a member called her to let her know he knows the website is working because he was able to hire all of his crew through this outlet.

FMCSA

Pam informed the Board that no ruling on the CDL changes (regarding the truck driving school requirement) has been made.  The comment period ended May 23, 2008.

NEW BUSINESS

AGCO

Lonnie Korus is no longer associated with AGCO.  Kevin Bien will be taking his place.

Convention Bids

Pam attended the Case IH Harvest Kickoff on May 28th and 29th in Frederick, OK.  On her way back to Hutchinson, she went through Springfield, MO to look over their convention facilities.  They were able to give Pam some good figures for convention costs but the doors leading to the facility are not large enough to drive our equipment through.  They will be making some updates and changes and the widening of the doors may be something they will do.

She received reports from Oklahoma City, OK and Topeka, KS.  For 2111 and 2112, Topeka has already booked our weekend.  If we wanted to go there again, we would have to change to a different weekend.  Pam’s still waiting to receive information from some of the other cities she’s requested it from. She will get in contact with Dan Renaud regarding the possibility of having a convention in Grand Island, NE.

Texas Driver’s License

Steve reported there have been some harvesters calling him regarding the changes that were supposed to have been made a year ago.  They’re still having problems getting CDL’s for their H2A guys.  Tony reported that it’s been taken care of.

Texas DOT Numbers

Steve received a phone call from a member stating that the Texas DOT had told him he needed to have Texas DOT numbers to haul in their state.  He was also told that Texas requires that you file insurance forms with them.  We were all under the assumption the new UCR took care of all of these requirements.  Apparently, Texas is having some computer troubles that are causing these problems.

The next monthly meeting will be a conference call on July 7, 2008 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Bruce made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tony seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:43 a.m.

