USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

June 4, 2009

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on June 4, 2009. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:05 a.m. CDT. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Kent Braathen, and Board Members Tony Rattei, Jon Orr and Roger Sammons. Those also present were Board Advisor Al Lutz and Operations Manager Pam Shmidl. Board Member Kirk Grove was absent.

Agenda was reviewed by all present. Tony asked that “TX Law” be added under Old Business. Tony made the motion to accept the agenda with the addition. Jon seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the May 7, 2009 meeting were reviewed. There being no additions or corrections, Kent made the motion to accept the minutes as presented. Roger seconded. Motion carried. (Approved minutes can be viewed on the website at www.uschi.com - left side of the homepage under “About USCHI”).

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and discussed. Kent made the motion to accept the report as presented to the Board. Tony seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Texas Bill 969

Tony reported that Bill 969 has been signed and put into effect by the Governor of Texas.  The word “combine” can be amended to “harvesting equipment” during the next legislative session. Jon checked with a member of the TX Farm Bureau and thinks we can get it fixed if we go through the TX DOT rulemaking. We can define “harvesting equipment” at that time.

Steve left the meeting at 6:15 a.m. Tracy took the meeting over at that time.

The weight bill is in the process of being completed. This will allow 6% increase on all axles or a split of 12% over on one group of axles.

Scholarship

Roger reported that he hasn’t heard anything back from the committee. Roger feels the initial meeting for the new board needs to be held soon to begin next year’s plans and procedures. Roger will get in touch with Wendy Hughes.

Sage Tech Services

Sage Tech Services helps with the preparation of anything that deals with DOT (i.e. CDL training). They will come to you for onsite training and there are also schools located in various areas of the U.S. They receive funding from state agencies to help cover the $2,000 per employee costs. Roger will check into having them come to our convention.

World Ag Expo

Jon spoke with Jack Ficken (Versa) regarding USCHI sitting in his area at the show. Jack is fine with the idea. Al spoke with Jason Faulkner (Grouser) and he has also agreed to allow USCHI to share his area, as well. Pam will get in contact with the World Ag people to let them know this is how we’ll be attending the show in 2010. We will pay the $50 per booth costs to have USCHI listed in the directory under Versa and Grouser. Pam will find out how we can get four gate passes to allow the attendees in each day.

TX Law

This was already discussed under “TX Bill 969”.

NEW BUSINESS

UCR

This is to serve as a reminder to everyone that we are required to participate in the UCR (Unified Carrier Registration). Go to www.ucr.gov and type in your DOT number. You need to be paid for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009 to be considered up to date. A receipt can be printed to prove you’re current. DOT can pull up your DOT number on their computer and will be able to know right away if you are current or not.

Kirk joined the meeting at 6:30 a.m.

CDL-H2A’s

Al wondered if there is anything we can do to get CDL’s to transfer from one state to another without having to go back to the original state to update it or to retake the test in the new state. Jon said the State of Ohio allows the transfer. Jon will check into Ohio’s wording to see if we can use it to go to other states and begin the process.

Comment letter

As of today, there are 90 comments on the www.regulations.gov website showing support of the fuel tank petition.  The more voices that speak out on this issue, the better! We have over 300 members – we should be able to have that many comments (or more). Kent asked that we all continue to encourage our membership to submit their comments ASAP. If there is someone out there that doesn’t have access to the Internet, they could write their comments and send them to the office for Pam to submit for them.

Cutting for St. Jude’s

Pam received an email from one of our new members wondering if there would be a way that we could put together a wheat cutting fundraiser that would provide funds for St. Jude’s Hospital. Pam will contact him to let him know the Board doesn’t feel it’s something the organization should take on, however, she will try to lead him in a direction that might work.

St. Charles MO site visit

Pam was contacted by them to encourage her to check out their convention center. The Board made the decision to decline the offer.

The next meeting will be a conference call on July 9, 2009 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Roger made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Jon seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:07 a.m. CDT.

