USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

July 9, 2009

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on July 9, 2009. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:05 a.m. CDT. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian and Board Members Tony Rattei and Jon Orr. Those also present were Board Advisor Al Lutz and Operations Manager Pam Shmidl. Treasurer Kent Braathen, and Board Members Kirk Grove and Roger Sammons were absent.

Agenda was reviewed by all present. Steve asked that additions of “Sioux Falls Convention Survey”, “Pricing of Work”, and “CDL Licenses” be added under “New Business”. Tracy made the motion to accept the agenda with the additions. Jon seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the June 4, 2009 meeting were reviewed. There being no additions or corrections, Tony made the motion to accept the minutes as presented. Al seconded. Motion carried. (Approved minutes can be viewed at www.uschi.com - left side of the homepage under “About USCHI”.)

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Tony made the motion to accept the report as presented to the Board. Tracy seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

KS Length Law

Pam spoke with Bill Stevens regarding this issue before the meeting. There’s one week left before the Kansas Legislature goes back into session. Before the State of Kansas will make any changes to their laws, the change has to go through the Federal level first. Jerry Moran’s aide, Alex, said it doesn’t look favorable to get the change made at the Federal level due to the number of Democrats in the House. Alex felt we might have to see if it will go through the Senate side first which means starting the process all over again. 

Jill Shelley of the Kansas Legislature Research Department is researching the wording of the changes made to the laws in Nebraska and Texas. Pam will also contact Adrian Polansky ‘s office (Kansas Secretary of Agriculture) to ask for his support.

Steve reported that Brent Lee Johnson is working on a length law change for Minnesota.

Kent joined the meeting at 6:11 a.m.

Fuel Tank Issue

Tracy stated there was nothing to report. She had made phone calls to Ed Mazzullo (Petition for Rulemaking) and Del Billings (Special Permit) of the PHMSA prior to the meeting. As of today, she hadn’t heard back from them. Tracy reported there were 104 comments made to the Regulations.gov website in support of the Petition. 

World Ag Expo

Pam reported that what we had been told regarding the cost of sharing a booth would be $50 per booth was wrong. It was actually $300 per booth and badges would be included. This also includes our name being added to the program under Versa and Grouser. Steve said we should all begin thinking about who will be attending.

NEW BUSINESS

Sioux Falls Convention Survey

Steve received a survey from the Sioux Falls hotel asking him to complete and return it to them. Pam has received several and she completed them for the organization.

Pricing of Work

Steve has received several calls from people asking about what prices are being charged this summer. It has never been up to the Board to set prices for work and that will remain the policy.

CDL Licenses

Harvesters are required to have CDL licenses. It’s been thought by some that we are exempt from this rule and we are not.

The next meeting will be a conference call on August 6, 2009 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Tony made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Kent seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:23 a.m. CDT.

