USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

July 7, 2008

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on July 7, 2008.  President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:00 a.m. CDT.  Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Bruce Hines and Board Members Tony Rattei, Kent Braathen, Jon Orr, and Kirk Grove.  Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present.

Agenda was reviewed by all present.  No additions were made and Tony made the motion to accept the agenda as written.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.

Minutes for the June 6, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  There being no additions or corrections, Tony made the motion to approve them as written.  Kent seconded.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Tony made the motion to accept the report.  Bruce seconded.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

CDL

When hiring help from either Canada or Mexico, the employee will have to get their CDL from their home country.  Tony received a call from the Texas Insurance Commissioner telling him the American Insurance Companies will have to cover these guys since this is a federal law.  Changes will be made so they will be covered with our Insurance Companies.  Tony informed us the Peanut Industry would be backing this process through their Washington, DC reps.

WI Custom Harvesters

Jon spoke with Jim Kappal this a.m. about the possibility of combining the WI Custom Harvesters Association with the USCHI.  Is this something the Wisconsin organization would be interested in doing?  Ideas were discussed – one being the WI Association joining our organization and being able to keep their identity through a very strong state chapter.  Jon will approach Jim with this idea and ask him to find out what the WI group would like to see happen.

Fuel Tank Issue

Pam talked to Jim Baker last week.  Jim talked to Tom Yager and this issue is still in front of the FMCSA lawyers.  This may still take some time to get passed.  We’re hoping to see something from the lawyers in August.

NEW BUSINESS

Convention sites

Pam visited convention sites in Amarillo and Lubbock last month.  Pam discussed what the pros and cons were for each site.  The registration costs will have to be seriously looked at before our next convention.  Our current rate of $100 will barely cover the costs of meals for three days.  Pam has also checked with Omaha and Grand Island.  No proposals from either of those sites had been received prior to the meeting.  As reported last month, Topeka has reserved our weekend for both 2011 and 2012.

TX Insurance/Mexican CDL’s

This was covered under “CDL” in Old Business

TX Length Law

Tony reported that Senator Seliger has agreed to carry the Texas Length Law bill for us.  Senator Seliger would like to have the bill on the Agenda by the first of September.  The wording for the changes will be the same as the Nebraska rule was written.

Steve reported that he had received calls from harvesters regarding the confusion of needing a Texas DOT number while in the state.  The UCR covered this requirement.  Tony reported, again, the problem was due to computer problems within the DOT and it caused confusion for some harvesters.

Kirk reported that he was having problems with getting his acres cut due to the “Quilt” fungicide mishap.  He has to wait a certain amount of days before he can get his job completed.

The next meeting will be on August 8, 2008 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Tony made the motion to adjourn.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:00 a.m. CDT.

