USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Conference Call

January 7, 2010

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on January 7, 2010. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 7:01 a.m. CST. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Kent Braathen and Board Members Tony Rattei, Jon Orr, Kirk Grove and Roger Sammons. Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present. 

Agenda was reviewed by all present. Pam requested “Tulare” be added under Old Business. Kirk requested “Canada Foreign Help” be added under New Business. Tracy requested “Amended Amendment” be added under New Business.  Tony made the motion to accept the agenda with the additions. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the December 7, 2009 minutes were reviewed. There being no additions or corrections, Kent made the motion to approve the minutes. Tony seconded. Motion carried. (Approved minutes can be viewed on the website at www.uschi.com - left side of the homepage under “About USCHI”). 

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Kent made the motion to accept the report as presented. Tony seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Hall of Fame

Pam did not receive the required information to complete the application she had previously received in the office. There was one other application that did make it to the office before the deadline and was complete.

Board Nominees

Pam received notice from Dan Applehans that he would be removing his name from the list of board nominees. Those running for the two empty seats will be Galen Wentz, Taff Hughes and Dean Karau. Kent Braathen will run for the vice president vacancy.
Tulare

Roger reported to the Board that due to medical reasons, he will not be able to attend the Tulare World Ag Farm Show. The Board agreed that no one will take his place and the attendees will be Jon and Missy Orr and Kirk Grove.

NEW BUSINESS

Mexico Meeting

Tony was in Mexico recently and met with people in Las Cruces to discuss the idea of providing a school for Mexican employees wanting to come to the U.S. to work with the harvest. There is interest in getting a school set up to provide help for these employees. Tony will go back to Las Cruces again the first part of February to work out more details. He feels this will move forward.

Meeting agenda online

Tracy reported that she had been contacted by a member requesting the meeting agenda be added to the website. The Board agreed to have that information published on the site and will be available a week prior to the meeting. 

Wisconsin Ag Show

The show will be held January 25 - 27, 2010. If we decide to have someone there to represent USCHI, the application needs to be returned by January 15. Steve has agreed to attend.
Vendor Award

The Board agreed to award the outstanding vendor(s) with recognition at the annual meeting as was done last year. 

Website

This was discussed under “Meeting agenda online”.

Canada Foreign Help

A member contacted Kirk regarding this issue and was wondering how the process was going. This hasn’t happened yet but Tony is still pursuing it. Canadian immigration suggested we get someone in Canada to help us with this. Tony talked to someone about it and feels it will move forward. 

Amended Amendment

Tracy reminded the Board there was a mistake made at the annual meeting in Topeka regarding the amendment proposed to Bylaw #5.02. An amendment to the amendment was voted on but the final wording of the amendment was not. The final wording is as follows:

“The vice president of the Corporation shall be selected annually from the existing Board of Directors by the Board of Directors. If no successor has been duly selected by the Board of Directors, a regular member in good standing may nominate a person who has served as a prior Board of Director or officer with the second of any other regular member in good standing. The vice president shall hold office for a term of one year and then shall succeed to the office of president for the following one year term. The secretary and treasurer shall be elected by the Board of Directors annually. Each officer shall hold office until a successor is duly selected and qualified.”
Roger made the motion to have the 30 day notice to the membership of the vote published only in the newsletter. Jon seconded. Motion carried. 

The amended amendment will be voted on at the annual meeting held on March 6, 2010.
Tracy was contacted by David Anderson of Vincent, Urban and Walker Insurance Company regarding the usage of the USCHI logo for t-shirts they will be handing out at convention. The Board unanimously agreed that it was ok for them to use.

The next meeting will be a conference call to be held on February 5, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. CST.

Tony made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Kent seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 a.m. CST.

