USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Conference Call

January 12, 2009

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on January 12, 2009.  President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. CT. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Bruce Hines and Board Members Tony Rattei, Kent Braathen, Jon Orr, and Kirk Grove. Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present.  Bill Stevens, Jim Baker, Dave Hermesch and Greg Thurman - Representing the Legislative Committee - were present, as well.

Agenda was reviewed by all present.  Tracy asked to have “Tulare” added under Old Business.  Bruce made the motion to accept the agenda with the addition. Jon seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the December 8, 2008 meeting were reviewed. It was brought to the attention of the Board that the Advisor’s term was left out under “Board Nominations”.  Tracy will change the minutes to read:  “The Advisor will be a one year term and will be the first year following the position he/she held as President”.  Tony made the motion to accept the minutes with the correction. Kent seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Al made the motion to accept the report as submitted. Kirk seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Wisconsin Show

As a reminder, Pam mentioned the Wisconsin Forage Harvester’s meeting will be held January 26, 27 and 28, 2009 at Wisconsin Dells.  Jon Orr agreed to attend the meeting as a representative of USCHI.

TX Length Law

Tony reported the changed draft of the Bill has been submitted to Senator Kel Seliger and will proceed to the next step.  This will allow custom harvesters to have a length of 82’ from box to box and 98’ from the front of the truck to the back of the back trailer.  Tony will ask the Texas Ag Council for their support and the Texas membership will have to testify.

Tony mentioned that it had been asked, as part of the Bill,  weight allowance of a truck would be changed to allow a 12% increase for trucks coming out of the field.  The harvester will have to prove the grain has come directly out of the field.
NM Permitting

Tony stated a Bill has been written and will be submitted when the House goes into session - as written.  The Bill will allow you to purchase a 30 day permit from the Port of Entry.  Proof of Insurance can be purchased there, as well.  The Bill was patterned after the South Dakota laws.

Mexican CDL

As reported in the December minutes, employees from Mexico and Canada will have to get their CDL’s from their respective countries before working in America.  The U.S. Insurance companies will recognize their CDL’s and they will be covered.

Tony has set up a meeting in February with people at a school in Mexico willing to look at creating a course teaching residents of Mexico how to get an H2A Visa.

ND H2A

Kent talked to ND Senator Bob Erbele and Representative Dennis Johnson about preparing a Bill patterned after the South Dakota Bill allowing the requirement of a Social Security number to be removed from the application process.  Senator Erbele agreed to look at the recommendation and will get back to Kent.  If this proceeds, North Dakota membership will have to testify.  
It was stated that if the ND legislation enacts the Bill, that will mean every state affected by this requirement will have changed except Oklahoma.  Dave Hermesch talked to a member of the Oklahoma legislature and was told right now is not a good time to submit this change due to an immigration Bill that is being worked on.  Next year may be a better time to approach them.  Jim Baker stated that it needs to be approached to them in a way that helps them understand that by removing the Social Security number from the requirement the process would be safer.  As it stands right now, an H2A employee can receive a Class A CDL but has to have a Social Security number before they can even take the CDL test.  

Jim asked Dave and Greg Thurman if they had ever taken their cause to a rural State Senator.  They have not; they have always visited with a Representative.  Jim suggested they talk to a Senator about the change and get them to agree to approve it first - this will make it easier to get through the House.

Washington Trip
Steve stated that USCHI needs to go to Washington again and we should send the ones who have gone before.  Dave Hermesch will find out who the new committee members are and will let others know.  Appointments will need to be made before the trip is set up.  Jim Baker and Bill Stevens will not be able to go.  It was agreed that going the end of February would be best.  A conference call will be set up for 8:00 a.m. on Monday, January 19th which will include members of the Legislative Committee, along with Steve Shepherd, Tracy Zeorian, and Kent Braathen.  It was decided that four members will go - those attending will be decided during the January 19th meeting.
H2A

Changes to the H2A guidelines were discussed.  These changes have already been set in place and requirements are being viewed more critically than before and applications are being “kicked out” because of minor details.  Pam read comments submitted to the office by Garold Dungy of C.O.C. Placement Services. Steve reported comments received by USCHI members and also read comments sent to him by Larry Minner.  Senators and Representatives need to be approached with concerns - especially from those of us in the Midwest who are most affected by these changes.  This issue will be included in the meetings being set up in Washington, DC.  The new set of rules won’t be changed but we CAN voice our opinions.

Bruce Hines left the meeting at 9:10 a.m. 
Pettiet Memorial

Tony reported that members attending J. L.’s funeral voiced to him they’d like to see the memorial monies given to USCHI in J. L.’s honor be given as a separate scholarship in his name.  It was agreed upon by the Board that the top scholarship would be designated as the “J. L. Scholarship”.
Scholarship

Pam reported that, as of today, only two scholarships had been received in the office.  The deadline is January 15th.

Tulare
Pam reported that the table sign had been ordered and was in the process of being made.  A pallet of water had been ordered and will be shipped directly to the show.  The backdrop and handouts will be shipped directly to the show several days before the first day.  Tony will have peanuts shipped to the show.
NEW BUSINESS

Legislative Invitations

Pam reported that Tony had made the suggestion to her to send invitations to all Kansas government officials inviting them to the convention.  She had already done this and has been in contact with most of them.

Steve reported that he’s in the process of getting something started again with the South Dakota DOT regarding the transportation of grain carts into the State.  The South Dakota Ag Committee would like to get meetings set up immediately.  

Greg Thurman and Bill Stevens left the meeting at 9:53 a.m.

The next meeting will be a conference call on February 5, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. CT.

Tony made the motion to adjourn. Jon seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.

