USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

December 7, 2009

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on December 7, 2009. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:03 a.m. CST. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Kent Braathen and Board Members Tony Rattei, Jon Orr, Kirk Grove and Roger Sammons. Operations Manager Pam Shmidl was also in attendance. Board Advisor Al Lutz was absent. 

Agenda was reviewed by all present. Pam requested that “Shirts” be added under New Business. Tracy made the motion to accept the agenda. Kirk seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the November 9, 2009 minutes were reviewed. There being no additions or corrections, Kent made the motion to approve the minutes. Jon seconded. Motion carried. (Approved minutes can be viewed on the website at www.uschi.com - left side of the homepage under “About USCHI”).
Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Kent made the motion to accept the report as presented. Tony seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Fuel Tank

Tracy read the following email she received from Susan Gorsky, Regulations Officer with U.S. Department of Transportation Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety Administration:

“I can tell you that we hope to publish an advance notice of proposed rulemaking that includes your petition by the end of this year.  An ANPRM lets the public know that we are considering whether we need to modify the rules, explains what we might do, and asks for comments.  

 I hope to have our ANPRM published by December.  I will forward it to you when it is published and the next step for you will be to submit comments on the ANPRM.  I’ll be in touch if we need anything else, and you are welcome to contact me any time if you have questions or want to know what’s going on.”

CHAMPS

Case IH has agreed to cover the cost of CHAMPS for the 2009 harvest. THANK YOU CASE IH!!!

Scholarship

Roger talked with Wendy Hughes regarding some of the issues that have been brought up regarding the scholarship program. The Scholarship Committee has not yet met. Roger told Wendy the Board would like to have a meeting with the Scholarship Committee to review the grading policy. If it needs to be changed, the Committee needs to get together and make the changes. Wendy stated the Committee will continue to follow their current policy until changes have been officially made. Roger will give the Scholarship Committee the Board’s ideas and thoughts and see if they can come up with the necessary changes to make it fair for grain and forage harvesters. 
Kansas Length Laws

Kirk has had USCHI members call him regarding this issue.  These members were fined by the KS DOT this fall because of their lengths. Unfortunately, we don’t have anything new to report.

Tulare

Pam needed to know if we were going to send a pallet of water to Tulare as we’ve done in the past. It was agreed by the Board to send the pallet to Versa’s booth and distribute it between the two sites from there.

NEW BUSINESS

Review of Accountant’s Audit

Not everyone received the necessary packet of information. We will review the figures and status of the accounts during the January, 2010 meeting. 

Review of Edward Jones Report

Same as above.

Bylaw Review
Will review when we’re face to face in March.

Board Policy Review

Will review when we’re face to face in March.

Calculate number of Scholarships

Discussion was held regarding the number of scholarships to be awarded in March, 2010. 
Tony made the motion to award seven scholarships in March, 2010. Jon seconded. Motion carried with five votes “yes” and one vote “no”.

USCHI Hall of Fame Selection

Pam reported there has only been one application received in the office and it was incomplete. Pam contacted the submitter and requested the application be completed before it will be considered by the Board. This will be discussed again during the January, 2010 meeting.
Convention Breakfasts

Tony requested that we combine the “Past Presidents” and “State Chairmen” breakfasts to save money. He would also like to invite all “Past Board Members”.

Wyoming Permits

Pam received a phone call from one of our members regarding the difficulties they experienced at the Wyoming port of entry. It’s taking a lot of time to get through the ports. The Sheridan port is supposed to take care of both Wyoming and Montana. Roger will contact the State of Montana DOT and express our concerns and to see what can be done to speed the process up.

Staff Bonus
This will be decided after the Annual Meeting in March.

Shirts

Pam needs to get some shirts for the Board Members that don’t have one. She will take care of ordering them and take them to Convention with her.

The next meeting will be a conference call on January 7, 2009 at 7:00 a.m. CST.

Tony made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Kirk seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:22 a.m. CST. 
