USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

August 8, 2008

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on August 8, 2008.  President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:00 a.m. CDT.  Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Bruce Hines and Board Members Kent Braathen and Jon Orr.  Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present.  Board Members that were absent were Kirk Grove and Tony Rattei.

Agenda was reviewed by all present.  Additions include:

     New Business:  Board member and VP nominees 

                               Steve’s Argentina Email 

                               Convention Rates

      Old Business:   Door Sticker

Al made the motion to accept the agenda with the additions.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.

Minutes for the July 7, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  There being no additions or corrections, Bruce made the motion to approve the minutes as written.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Al made the motion to accept the report as submitted.  Tracy seconded.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

CDL

Pam has been in contact with Tom Yager (FMCSA) via email regarding the proposed truck school changes.  Tom told Pam it would take them many months to go through all the comments that were submitted during the comment period. 

While discussing this, Steve mentioned that Bill Stevens had contacted him regarding the possibility of a couple members of the Legislative Committee making a trip to Washington, DC.  It was decided that since Congress isn’t even in session right now, we would wait to send someone to DC.

Door Sticker

Pam will contact Tony to cancel the prior order (still have not received).  She will get in contact with a local sign maker and get this taken care of.

NEW BUSINESS

Convention Sites (for 2011)
Grand Island resubmitted their bid.  They reduced the amount it would cost to rent the convention center from $25,000 to $12,000.  The door leading into the center is not wide enough for our equipment but they are willing to widen the opening, should we decide to come.  Meals are in line with other proposals from the other sites.  All prices are subject to change.  Proposed room rate is $113.  Discussion was held regarding the different proposals Pam has received.  Bruce suggested that since we were short two board members that we wait to make a decision.

H2A Seminar

Kent was approached by a USCHI member to put on an H2A seminar during convention.  This would be to inform our membership of the rules and regulations for hiring those employees.  Pam will get in touch with someone from Stephanie Scheck’s office (lawyer’s office we have used in the past).

Insurance

Gaylon Miller brought the new policy to the office for the building.  He recommended that we look it over to make sure it’s what we want.  The building is currently insured at $103,000 and contents are at $41,000.  Pam will request a review with Gaylon.  It was suggested that an inventory of the contents be completed prior to the review.

Convention Theme
Pam will talk to the Kansas ladies who are in charge of the theme.  Tracy will send Pam a copy of what was discussed and decided at the Wichita Falls convention.

Nominees
Steve stated that we should start thinking of nominations for one board member and Vice President.

Argentina Email

Steve received an email from someone in Argentina stating they have 3,500 harvesting contractors in their country.  Steve will be in contact with them to see what they’re interested in knowing and will let us know more later.

Convention Rates

Topeka food rates will cost USCHI $84 per day per person.  The current registration is $100.  

Al made a motion to increase the convention registration rates from $100 to $125 for early registration and $150 for the day of convention.  Kent seconded.  Motion carried.

Al made a motion to increase the vendor badges from $100 to $125.  Jon seconded.  Motion carried.

Pam asked the Board for an “exception” to the agenda regarding Membership Rate Increases.  She asked this due to time restraints in getting packets and renewal letters together for the 2009.  Board members granted the “exception” and discussed the following increases:

Regular Membership would increase from $150 to $200.

Associate Membership would increase from $100 to $150.

Non U.S. Harvesters would increase from $200 to $250.

Lifetime Membership would increase from $1,400 to $1,750.

Al made the motion to accept the increases as discussed.  Bruce seconded.  Motion carried.

Tracy mentioned to the Board the 2008 membership numbers increased from 361 to 463.  

The next meeting will be on September 8, 2008 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Jon made the motion to adjourn.  Kent seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:50 a.m. CDT.
