USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Conference Call

August 6, 2009

The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on 

August 6, 2009. President Steve Shepherd called the meeting to order at 6:03 a.m. CDT. Those present were Vice President/Secretary Tracy Zeorian, Treasurer Kent Braathen, and Board Members Tony Rattei and Kirk Grove. Operations Manager, Pam Shmidl was also in attendance. Board Members Jon Orr and Roger Sammons and Board Advisor Al Lutz were absent.

Agenda was reviewed by all present. Tracy made the motion to accept the agenda as presented. Kirk seconded. Motion carried.

Minutes of the July 9, 2009 meeting were reviewed. There being no additions or corrections, Tony made the motion to accept the minutes as presented. Kent seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Kent made the motion to accept the report as presented to the Board. Tracy seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Fuel Tank Issue

Tracy reported that she received phone calls from Delmer Billings (Special Permit) and Ed Mazzullo (Petition for Rulemaking) after the July 9 meeting. 

Delmer informed her at that time that the Special Permit request had been placed in the Federal Register on June 10 and the comment period ended July 10.  Tracy spoke with Delmer on July 10 and told him we didn’t know it had proceeded to that point and there probably wasn’t going to be any comments. After the phone call, Tracy made another call to Delmer asking if we could have an extension to the comment period. He informed her they did not allow an extension but there was a two-week grace period and we could still submit comments for their viewing. After finding that out, Tracy contacted Pam and they began a push for comments. Hopefully, the PHMSA received enough positive comments for them to understand just how important even a special permit would be for our industry.

Ed told Tracy that he and others in his department have seen the comments that have been left for the rulemaking change. However, this issue is not in an official comment period yet. He told her that the USCHI office would be receiving a letter shortly letting us know the PHMSA had formally accepted the petition and that it would be moving forward as a rulemaking change. The formal acceptance would be put in the Federal Register some time this fall. At that time, there will need to be another push to get as much feedback to them as we can (in the form of comments being sent to their department) once again. 

Since that call from Ed, the office did receive the acceptance letter and was read by Pam during the meeting.

Tracy received a phone call from Jim Baker regarding the wording of the Special Permit showing that we were asking for the removal of placards. We did not submit the request asking for the removal of placards. Tracy contacted Del regarding this concern and found out that by removing the placard requirement, we would be able to haul up to 1,000 gallons of diesel fuel without the Federal Motor Carrier’s Haz Mat and Tanker Endorsement requirement on the Class A CDL.  If the Special Permit is granted to us, the PHMSA will set up a way to identify what’s in the fuel tanks for safety purposes. 

The changes are moving forward – it’s just not going to happen overnight, though. Please continue to be patient and willing to make the necessary comments when they’re required. Our voice will be heard if we all work together.

NEW BUSINESS

Letter from Polansky

Pam received a letter from the Kansas Secretary of Agriculture, Adrian Polansky voicing his support for the length law change. He wrote that for uniformity, it makes sense to have the same laws in place as Nebraska and Texas.

Rule Change SD

Steve reported that as of July 1, 2009, the South Dakota DOT has begun enforcing the law that makes pulling a single header trailer behind the combine illegal. If you have the header trailer attached to a 5th wheel king pin configuration, it is legal. DOT is fining harvesters $150 per unit and making them unhook the header trailer from the train. Double-header trailers are allowed to be pulled behind the combine.

This is something that may have to be worked on this winter.

Phone Calls

Kirk reported that one of our members was stopped by the Nebraska DOT (south of McCook) because of the fuel tank issue. DOT asked if the driver of the pickup had a Haz Mat endorsement, which she did not. The fuel tanks were pulled and they were fined. The federal rule states that the driver of a vehicle with a fuel tank more than 119 gallons must have a Class A CDL with a Haz Mat and Tanker endorsement to be legal. 

The next meeting will be a conference call on September 10, 2009 at 6:00 a.m. CDT.

Kirk made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Kent seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:37 a.m. CDT.

